STAR OF THE VALLEY

Catholic Church
495 White Oak Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

We members of Star of the Valley Parish
gather around the central act of Catholic worship,
the celebration of active participation in the Mass.
As a Eucharistic centered people, we reach out to heal,
console and listen in the spirit of truth and justice,
with a preferential option for the poor,
thus advancing as individuals and
as a community into the image of Christ.
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Msgr. James Pulskamp, Pastor
Rev. Patrick Leslie, Assisting Clergy
Contact Numbers
Parish Office Phone: 539-6262
Parish Office Fax: 539-8620
Answering service when the Office is closed.
E-mail: sov@sonic.net
Website: www.starofthevalley.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Located in the Msgr. Fahey Parish Center
495 White Oak Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409-5939*
*This is the church and parish’s mailing address.
Sharon A. Charlton, Office Manager
Anna Jean, Office Secretary
Welcome New Parishioners
Please sign the book next to the side door
in the back of the Church.
Mass Times
Weekday Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
Oakmont Gardens: Wednesday 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Masses:
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil, Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
After the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Wednesday until 9:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday from 3:00-3:30 p.m. and by appointment
Anointing of the Sick
For appointment, email or leave a message in the office.
Ministry to the Sick & Homebound
Call the office to arrange a visit by a Priest
when a parishioner is homebound or hospitalized
to arrange for Anointing of the Sick.
Eucharistic Ministers to the homebound suspended.

August 14/15, 2021
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Story of the Solemnity
of the Assumption of Mary
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII
defined the Assumption of Mary to be a
dogma of faith: “We pronounce, declare
and define it to be a divinely revealed
dogma that the immaculate Mother of
God, the ever Virgin Mary, having
completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed
body and soul to heavenly glory.” The pope proclaimed
this dogma only after a broad consultation of bishops,
theologians and laity. There were few dissenting voices.
What the pope solemnly declared was already a
common belief in the Catholic Church, even without any
account recorded in scripture. The feast was celebrated
under various names—Commemoration, Dormition,
Passing, Assumption—from at least the fifth or sixth
century. Today it is celebrated as a solemnity.
Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries
of Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has
led the Church to believe in Mary’s share in his
glorification. So close was she to Jesus on earth, she
must be with him body and soul in heaven.
In the light of the Assumption of Mary, it is easy to
pray her Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55) with new meaning.
She is the lowly handmaid who deeply reverenced her
God and has been raised to the heights. From her
position of strength, she will help the lowly and the poor
find justice on earth, and she will challenge the rich and
powerful to distrust wealth and power as a source of
happiness.

Sunday, August 14/15, 2021
Scripture Readings
Saturday’s Vigil Mass
Reading I: 1 Chronicles 15:3-4, 15-16;
16:1-2—They brought in the ark of God
and set it within the tent which David
had pitched for it.
Responsorial: Psalm 132—Lord, go up to the place of
your rest, you and the ark of your holiness.
Reading II: 1 Corinthains 15:54b-57—God gave us the
victory through Jesus Christ.
Gospel: Luke 11:27-28—Blessed is the womb that
carried you!
Sunday’s Mass
Reading I: Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10—A woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet.
Responsorial: Psalm 45—The queen stands at your right
hand, arrayed in gold.
Reading II: 1 Corinthains 15:20-27—Christ, the
firstfruits; then those who belong to him.
Gospel: Luke 1:39-56—The Almighty has done great
things for me: he has raised up the lowly.
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
When the angel Gabriel visited the young virgin Mary with
the momentous, shocking news that she would be the
mother of God’s Son, she responded faithfully, “May it be
done to me according to your word.” When a woman
spontaneously praised his mother, Jesus told the crowd,
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and
observe it.” As we listen to God’s word today, let us
consider how we assent to God’s will and incorporate
God’s word in our lives.
Legend-Worthy Madonna
Legend has it that a freak snowstorm in August was a
sign that urged a Christian couple to build an enormous
Roman church dedicated to the Virgin: the Basilica of
Mary Major, founded in the 400s. Yet this story is like
many others that church historians call “legends.” Our
legends are not to be disdained; they usually uphold
truths as interesting as the facts. In this case, the larger
truth is that Mary is a key member of the communion of
saints who helps us on our path to God. During this
month when Mary is particularly venerated, ask for her
intercession.
Holy Mary, Pray for us, now and always. Amen.

Farewell
to Fr. Pat
Join us for a reception
after his final Mass
at Star of the Valley.
5:00 p.m., Saturday, August 28
Parish Center Parking Lot
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In union with the whole Church, we celebrate the
Assumption of Our Lady, body and soul, into the glory of
heaven. Mary’s Assumption shows us our own destiny as
God’s adoptive children and members of the body of
Christ. Like Mary our Mother, we are called to share fully
in the Lord’s victory over sin and death, and to reign with
him in his eternal Kingdom.
In celebrating this feast, we join the Church
throughout the world in looking to Mary as our Mother of
Hope. This hope, the hope held out by the Gospel, is the
antidote to the spirit of despair that seems to grow like a
cancer in societies which are outwardly affluent, yet
often experience inner sadness and emptiness.
Let us turn to Our Lady and implore the grace to
rejoice in the freedom of the children of God, to use that
freedom wisely in the service of our brothers and sisters,
and to live and work as signs of the hope which will find
its fulfillment in that eternal Kingdom where to reign is to
serve. Amen.
—Excerpt from 8/15/2014 Homily of Pope Francis
Ushers Needed for 4:00 Saturday Mass
Men and women: Please contact the office for more
information about taking the collections at Mass, and to
help this important ministry.

This Weekend – August 14–15
4:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
Micki Sabourin Marcy Fox

Next Weekend – August 21–22
4:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
Don Shelhart
Kar Hofmann

Lector:

Gail Passalacqua Don Forst

Judy Rodgers

Server:

Dennis Sabourin Jim Warman

Beverly Shelhart Drew Hofmann

Greeters:

Kathleen Beirne Mimi May
Tom Beirne
Paula Scull

Jan Rosshirt
Ted Rosshirt

Mimi May
Mary Bell

Ushers:

TBD

TBD

TBD

Eucharistic
Ministers:

TBD

Mike Hanlon

MASS INTENTIONS— AUGUST 14–22
Sat 14
4:00 †Anthony Luceti (Jack Luceti)
Sun 15 10:00 †Jack Collins (Shirley Collins)
Mon 16
No Mass
Tue 17
8:00
Wed 18
8:00 For the People of the Parish
10:30 Mass at Oakmont Gardens
Thurs 19
8:00
Fri
20
8:00 For an End to the Pandemic
Sat 21
4:00 †Lorraine Luceti (Jack Luceti)
Sun 22 10:00 †Clay Jordan (Tim & Sue
Cummings)
Please keep the sick in your prayers: Gail Barrett, Ron
Charlton, Lola Danielli, Patricia Daniels, Fran Dias, Fran
Evans, Yvonne Hanlon, Mary Jo Henrikson, Bette
Johnson, Trula La Calle, Maureen Latimer, Charles
Marchese, Eve Marcucci, Carolyn McKenna, Leo
McKenna, Jacqua Miller, Liz Mullins, Lea Nelson, Mimi
O’Connor, Karen O’Malley, Peggy Pavone, Richard
Peterson, Ray Pregent, Janet Pyne, Joel Rivera, Phyllis
Rogers, Angela Saul, Kara Sewale, Bart Taylor, Ed Turpin,
Mercedes Vegvary, Claire Vincent, William Wallace,
Frances Waska, and Dolores Zeni.
Also pray for those who have died: Virginia Busch.
Mask Mandate Returns
Please wear a face covering at
Mass, if you come to the parish
center or office, and at all indoor
activities, even if you’re
vaccinated. We’re not off this pandemic roller coaster
ride yet, and we want everyone to be as healthy as
possible when it’s over.
NEWS OUTSIDE THE PARISH
Meditation in the Garden
Led by Star of the Valley parishioner,
Marcella Fox, Meditation in the
Garden draws on reflections from the
wisdom of universal teaching. All are
welcome. The talks will be held at the
Kenwood Community Church, 9637
Channing Row, Kenwood, CA on the
following days:
◼ August 16 4:00−4:30 p.m. Hildegard of Bingen
◼ August 30 4:00−4:30 p.m. Rumi
For Those
Grieving the
Loss of a
Loved One
Holy Spirit Catholic Church,
on St. Francis Road in Santa Rosa, will be hosting a
weekly grief support group on Wednesdays, from
6:30–8:30 p.m., starting September 15 through
December 15, 2021. This will be a thirteen-week GriefShare program that you are welcome to begin attending
at any point. Each session is “self-contained,” so you do
not have to attend in sequence. (FYI, see the posters on
the bulletin board in church.) To register or for more
information call 707-539-4495.

Our Lady of the Olympics
Athletes are attributing their wins to Mary.
A miracle unfolded at the Olympics. As athletes won
medals, several of them showed off something else
besides their gold, silver, or bronze—they displayed their
Marian devotions.
LOS ANGELES, CA (Catholic Online 8/5/2021)—
Multiple Catholic athletes are displaying their Marian
devotions for the world to see as they win medals.
One such example is Filipina weightlifter
Hidilyn Diaz, who won a gold medal, and
proudly displayed her Our Lady of the
Miraculous medal for the cameras. Her
display caught the attention of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the
Philippines. The bishops issued a
statement saying, “We admire her
devotion to the Blessed Mother as she carried in her
victory her great faith in God.” Diaz credited her success
to Our Lady and her faith in God.
Simone Biles, shared
that she carries her rosary
with her. Olympic
swimmer, Katie Ledecky
told reporters she prays
before every race, and
prefers the Hail Mary. “The
Hail Mary is a beautiful
prayer and I find that it calms me,” she told reporters.
Medal-winning gymnast Grace
McCallum carries a rosary and a cross.
Her mother told reporters she does not
travel without them.
Several Catholic athletes from other
countries have been seen crossing
themselves, praying, and giving thanks
during their events.
Is there something miraculous happening at the
Olympics? The answer is, of course, yes.
Each time our Lady has appeared, she has asked only
one thing of us, and that is the conversion of hearts to
Jesus Christ. It is clear that Our Lady is working at this
moment, when the eyes of the world are on the
Olympics, to call the world to conversion.
We must all take an example from these athletes and
be inspired by them. We may not be athletes ourselves,
but we are all good at the things we do each day. It could
be the job we perform, or the contributions we make to
our household, our school, parish, or community.
Whatever it may be, we are called to share the Gospel in
these places too. Whether we wear and share our
Miraculous medal, a rosary, or simply pray before we
begin something, we are doing our part.
Several Olympic athletes displayed their Marian
devotions, crediting Our Lady with their victories. The
world is not only watching these athletes, it is also
looking for good Catholic examples of citizenship.
A miracle occurred at the Olympics, but it can occur in
your home too, and that may be the most remarkable
thing of all. Miracles aren’t just for Olympians; they are
for you too!

How to Dance in the Rain
It was a busy morning, about 8:30 a.m., when an elderly
gentleman in his 80s arrived to have stitches removed
from his thumb. He said he was in a hurry as he had an
appointment at 9:00 a.m. I took his vital signs and had
him take a seat, knowing it would be over an hour before
someone would be able to see him.
I saw him looking at his watch and decided, since I was
not busy with another patient, I would evaluate his
wound. On exam, it was well healed, so I talked to one of
the doctors, got the needed supplies to remove his

sutures and redress his wound. While taking care of his
thumb, I asked him if he had another doctor’s
appointment this morning, as he was in such a hurry. The
gentleman told me no, that he needed to go to the
nursing home to eat breakfast with his wife.
I inquired as to her health. He told me that she had
been there for a while and that she was a victim of
Alzheimer’s disease. As we talked, I asked if she would be
upset if he was a bit late. He replied that she no longer
knew who he was, that she had not recognized him in five
years now. I was surprised, and asked him, “And you still
go every morning, even though she doesn’t know who you
are?”
He smiled as he patted my hand and said, “She
doesn’t know me, but I still know who she is.”
I had to hold back tears as he left. I had goose bumps
on my arm, and thought, “That is the kind of love I want in
my life.”
ª Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass,
it’s about learning to dance in the rain. —Vivian Greene
ª True love is neither physical, nor romantic.
True love is an acceptance of all that is, has been, will
be, and will not be.
ª The happiest people don’t necessarily have the best of
everything; they just make the best of everything they
have.

Residential Care Home u The place to be for superior
service in elder care, assisted living and dementia care

DANIELS
CHAPEL OF THE ROSES
Funeral Home & Crematory

Onsite Cremation

1225 Sonoma Ave, Santa Rosa
707-525-3730
danielschapeloftheroses.com
FD #209/CR #92
Serving Catholic families since 1875
Onsite Cremation

9020 Sonoma Hwy, Kenwood, CA
Joseph Hansen, Owner/Administrator
Phone: 707-833-1171, Fax: 707-833-2341
greenacresmanorsonoma.com, Lic. #: 496801812

Insured Income for Life
Frank R. Sites CLU
www.FrankSites.net
6575 Oakmont Drive, Santa Rosa, CA
office 707-579-4300; cell 707-292-4187
Frank.Sites@CeteraAdvisors.com
CA Insurance Lic. #0428894, Securities offered
through Cetera Advisors LLC—Member FINRA/SIPC

Mike & Leila O’Callaghan

FOUNTAINGROVE DENTISTRY

CENTURY 21 Oakmont
6580 Oakmont Drive
707-888-6583 cell
HomesSold@powerof2.us
CA DRE#00544689

Robert W. Erlach, DDS MAGD

The

LAFFERTY
Colonial

Power of2

SMITH
Chapel

Cosmetic & Restorative Dentistry
707-525-1500
2305-A Mendocino Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
www.fountaingrovedentistry.com

4321 Sonoma Highway 707-539-2921
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 www.LaffertyandSmith.com
CA Lic. # FD356

