
STAR OF THE VALLEY 
Catholic Church 

 

495 White Oak Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 

 
We members of Star of the Valley Parish 

 gather around the central act of Catholic worship, 
 the celebration of active participation in the Mass. 

 As a Eucharistic centered people, we reach out to heal, 
 console and listen in the spirit of truth and justice, 

 with a preferential option for the poor, 
 thus advancing as individuals and 

 as a community into the image of Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Msgr. James Pulskamp, Pastor 

 

Contact Numbers 
Parish Office Phone: 707-539-6262 

Answering service is taking all calls until further notice. 
E-mail: sov@sonic.net 

Website: www.starofthevalley.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Located in the Msgr. Fahey Parish Center—Closed 
495 White Oak Drive, Santa Rosa, CA  95409-5939* 

*This is the church and parish’s mailing address. 
Sharon A. Charlton, Office Manager 
Anna Jean, Administrative Assistant 

 

Welcome New Parishioners 
Please sign the Newcomers Register 

next to the side door in the back of the Church. 
 

Mass Times 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Oakmont Gardens: Wednesday 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil, Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday from 3:00-3:30 p.m. and by appointment. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
For appointment, email or leave a message in the office  

for Anointing of the Sick by a Priest  
when someone is hospitalized or homebound. 

 

Ministry to the Sick & Homebound 
Call the office to arrange visits by a  

Eucharistic Minister for Holy Communion 
 when someone is homebound. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 4/5, 2026  
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Independence Day 
It’s Independence Day weekend, and we are in the 
middle of a series on the Eucharistic Prayer. There 
is a link worth tracing between the Declaration of 
Independence and the language of liturgy. One of 

the signers of the Declaration on that July 4th long ago was 
Charles Carroll, probably the wealthiest man in the colonies 
and one of the few Catholics on the political scene. As a 
flourish to his signature, he sought to distinguish himself 
from other prominent citizens bearing the same name by 
penning “Charles Carroll of Carrolltown”—a defiant “come 
and get me if you dare” postscript aimed at the British. 
 Carroll’s brother John was a priest and patriot who in 
1789 was given the task of organizing the Catholic Church 
in this country. By 1791 he had assembled a synod, or 
assembly of delegates, to launch that task formally. 
Archbishop Carroll wanted to gain acceptance of our faith by 
American people who mistrusted our customs and could not 
comprehend our liturgy. He made the amazing proposal to 
Rome that our liturgy should be prayed not in Latin, but in 
the vernacular, English. His wish was denied, but one 
hundred sixty years later, his deep desire helped the 
American bishops and scholars at the Second Vatican 
Council to win the vote in favor of the vernacular not just for 
the United States, but for the Church throughout the world. 
 
 

A Humble King 
We wait in joyful expectation for the coming of our Lord as 
King. But what we are told to expect and rejoice over is a 
meek and humble king, riding on an ass. This King comes to 
banish the tools of the warrior and bring peace.  

mailto:sov@sonic.net
http://www.starofthevalley.org/


Sunday, July 4/5, 2026 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Scripture Readings 
Reading I: Zechariah 9:9-10—Our 
Savior is a peacemaker, who rules to 
the ends of the earth. 
Responsorial: Psalm 145—I will 

praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 
Reading II: Romans 8:9, 11-13—Whoever does not have 
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30—Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me. 
 
 

Pray for Priests 
The July calendar of Prayers for Priests is on the bulletin 
board in church. Your favorite pastor is in this month!  
 
 

Listening With Open Ears 
Most of us like our comfort zones. And even a cursory 
reading of the Bible shows that when God calls, it often 
leads us to places where we are stretched. Think of 
Moses, called to speak publicly on behalf of the Hebrew 
people; Abraham, called out of his native land to a place 
that was foreign and unfamiliar; or Jonah, sent a task he 
neither wanted nor believed in. All of these are stories of 
people being led out of their “comfort zones.” In light of 
these stories I think many of us listen for the call of God 
with our fingers firmly placed in our ears, humming. 
 But Jesus tells us that those who have ears, hear. He 
says, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” However, 
Jesus did tell some people to sell everything they have, 
to leave behind their old way of life, and for many he 
simply said, “Follow me.” For others He said, your sins 
are forgiven; go on your way. This is the most basic call 
of Jesus: to follow Him. We are called to trust that no 
matter where we are called to, He will be with us. We can 
never know where we will be called or how we will be 
asked to serve. However, I do know that the call begins 
with us … quieting our inner fears, and saying, “Yes, Lord 
your servant is listening.” —Talib Huff 
 
 

Declaration of Independence 
“I do not believe the promises of the Declaration of 
Independence are just for the strong, the independent, 
the healthy. They are for everyone, including unborn 
children.”  —George W. Bush 
 

MASS INTENTIONS—JULY 4–12 
Sat 4 4:00 †James Arroyo (Luis & Phyllis Arroyo) 
Sun 5 10:00 †Evert Person  
Mon 6  No Mass—Pray a Rosary  
Tue 7 8:00 †Lincoln R. McCarthy (Maria 

McCarthy) 
Wed 8 8:00 †Ron Charlton 
  10:30  O.G.—For the People of the Parish 
Thur 9 8:00 †Frances Martin (Anna Jean) 
Fri 10 8:00 †Michael Apicella 
Sat 11 4:00 †Charles Waska & †Bob Waska 

(Frances Waska) 
Sun 12 10:00 †Helen McGonagle 
 Please keep the sick and those in need in your 
prayers: Jeremy Aytes, Gail Barrett, Irene Beagle, Fran 
Benton, Lisa Bragg, Jim Bricker, David Charlton II, Bambi 
Clark, Shirley Collins, Bob & Wendy Curtis, Michael 
Curtis, Lola Danielli, Bob Esposito, Lisa Munoz Flores, 
Marcy Fox, John Glaser, Mike Hanlon, Rosemary Haver, 
Alan & Cheryl Hennessy, Gloria Márquez, Millie McKay, 
Karen O’Malley, Carol Pascoe, David Reuser, Vincent, 
Marilyn Warman, and Dolores Zeni.  
 Also pray for those who have died: Dr. Michael 
Apicella (FYI: See obituary on the bulletin board.) 
 
 

Funeral Mass at Star of the Valley 
Friday, July 10, 11:00 a.m.: Eva McGinn. 
 
 

Star of the Valley’s August Social 
Are you missing your fellow parishioners? Because of the 
lightning damage in April, we haven’t been able to gather 
to visit and enjoy each other.  
 Mark your calendars for Star of the Valley’s August 
Social. The Women’s Circle and Men’s Club are 
sponsoring a wine and cheese social on Saturday, 
August 1st from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the East 
Recreation Center, 7902 Oakmont Drive in Oakmont.  

There is no cost to attend, no 
reservations required, and we aren’t 
selling anything. It is just a get together 
so we can reconnect, chat, enjoy and 
support each other. Wine and beverages 
with simple appetizers will be served.  

Be sure to put the  
early evening of August 1st  
on your calendars.  

 
 

 This Weekend — July 4-5 Next Weekend — July 11-12 
 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 
 

EMs: Jan Rosshirt Liz Garcia Tim McCammon Kar Hofmann 
 

Lector: Ted Rosshirt Karen Schraga Bob Zeni Mike Flanagan 
 

Server: Bev Shelhart Jim Warman Sr. Joanne Abrams Drew Hofmann 
 

Greeters: Bob Chapman Ron Manning Livie Brant Mary Bell 
 Pat Chapman Paula Scull Josie Peluso Judy Monroe 
 

Ushers: Tim McCammon Tim Cummings Ed Montague Clarence Younger 
 Tom Basile Steve Hipson Kathleen Beirne John Knight 
 Bev Shelhart Michael Montez Tom Beirne Rick Ragan 
 
 



PARISH EVENTS―JULY 4-11 
Saturday, July 4—Happy Independence Day! 
Thursday, July 9 11:00 Finance Council Meeting—Zoom 
 
 

Weekly Collection Report 
 June 14 June 21 June 28 Weekly Goal 
 $3,562 $3,391 $4,546 $5,365 
Note: The amounts consist of First collections, Parish 
Repair & Maintenance, and Holy Day gifts received 
during the weekend and preceding week. 
 
 

Second Collection Next Weekend 
For Parish Repair and Maintenance, see below. 
 
 

God Bless America 
God bless America, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from 
above 
 

From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
 

From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
 
 

A Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God, Lord of life, we thank and praise You for 
the freedom we enjoy in our country and pray that our 
laws and liberties will continue to be protected. 
 Heal the conflicts which damage our unity and ease 
our political differences from one another. May our 
citizens respect religious freedom, the importance of 
family and the values of human life. 
 In these times of uncertainty, give us the ability to 
remain compassionate, patient and resistant. Give us 
the wisdom to see things from a rational and 
enlightened perspective, to know right from wrong, to 
recognize evil from good and to realize truth from lies. 
 Let the light of Your divine wisdom direct our political 
leaders to the preservation of truth, promoting national 
security, the increase of jobs and industry and to ensure 
justice and equality for all. 
 Give us the fortitude to see that our faith in You is the 
greatest decision we can undertake. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Precious Are You 
My grandmother was fond of saying, “you are what you 
eat.” I often found that funny since I love chocolate chip 
cookies. Grandma was a rather brilliant theologian as I 
think back on her wisdom and wit. She saw and 
experienced the presence of God in the so-called 
“ordinary” things and events of life. 
 Pondering and celebrating the “Body and Blood of 
Christ,” we cannot help but think of how much that Body 
is suffering. The Liturgy and the New Testament witness 
to the solidarity the Risen One enjoys with the beauty 
and splendor of creation.  
 We cannot help but think of all the immigrant children 
and their families and relatives who suffer separation, 
deportation, and possible death. These are our sisters 
and brothers in Christ. They are members of our one 
human family. When they suffer and die, we suffer and 
die. They are the Body of Christ whose Blood we need to 
cherish. If they are lost, we are wounded.  
 We cannot help but think of the people marching in 
the streets witnessing to a new consciousness. As the 
Liturgy of the Church proclaims, we are but one human 
family. Together we live and move and have our very 
being in the presence of God. We are no less than the 
Body of Christ whose Blood must be held precious. There 
are many gifts in this one Body and those gifts are you, 
each and everyone.  
 So, if you are on the verge of birth or the threshold of 
death, precious are you. If you are from here or there, or 
look like this or that, precious are you. If you are old or 
young, delicate or robust, rich or poor, precious are you. 
If you are failed or successful, afraid or courageous, 
certain or uncertain, precious are you. If you are you, 
precious are you. Together we are the Body of Christ 
whose Blood is sacred. Nonetheless, remember the 
Body of Christ is always ascending, always growing, 
always surprising in every flower that grows, every bird 
that sings, every child who laughs, every person who 
cries, and everyone you will ever meet. 
 Many of us come to the Table of Christ’s generous 
self-giving to be nourished by the Bread of Life and the 
Cup of Salvation. May we become what we eat and be 
transformed by what we drink.  
 Thank you, Holy Community, for being the loving 
presence of Jesus in this world.  —Fr. Tom Bonacci, CP 
 
 

Let Freedom Ring 
In 1818, when Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne came 
from France to the United States, she was dismayed that 
slavery still operated “in the land of the free.” Yet, when  

she opened foundations in Louisiana, the sisters were 
given slaves along with their households. In 1830 she  

accepted a slave in lieu of a tuition payment. She 
insisted that slaves in the household be treated  

well, arguing, “They have the same soul as we; 
they have been redeemed by the same blood 
and received into the same Church,” but, like all 
of us, she was clearly enmeshed in social 
structures in need of redemption. Work for a 
society that truly is free at last. 

 
 

 

Parish Repair & Maintenance 
 

Your donations help maintain our buildings and 
make repairs, which include our: 
 

 Lightning damaged Parish Center 
 

We will have a second collection  
next weekend, July 11/12, for  
Parish Repair & Maintenance.  



United States Map Puzzle 
A father wanted to read a magazine 
but was being bothered by his little 
girl. She wanted to know what the 
United States looked like.  
 Finally, he tore a sheet out of his 
new magazine on which was printed 

the map of the country. Tearing it into small pieces, he 
gave it to her and said, “Go into the other room and see 
if you can put this together.” 
 After a few minutes, she returned and handed him the 
map, correctly fitted and taped together.  
 The father was surprised and asked how she had 
finished so quickly. “Oh,” she said, “on the other side of 
the paper is a picture of Jesus. When I got all of Jesus 
back where He belonged, then our country just came 
together.” 
 
 

Ministry to the Homebound 
Eucharistic Minister Home Visitors 
bring Communion to those in our 
community who are too sick to come 
to church for Mass on the 
weekends. Please call the parish 
office during the week, at 707-539-

6262, to request visits from one of our Home Visitors. 
 

Woman of the Year 
Inserted in this bulletin you will find a 
nomination form to fill out for this 
year’s Star of the Valley Woman of 
the Year. Candidates must be 
practicing Catholic women who, as 
unpaid volunteers, contributed 
outstanding service to Star of the 
Valley and the community. 

 Please submit the completed nomination form by 
Friday, July 31. Nomination forms may be placed in the 
WOY Nominations box in the back of the church or 
mailed to the parish office at 495 White Oak Drive, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 
 The Santa Rosa Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
hosts the annual Women of the Year event, honoring 
women of parishes in the diocese. This year’s event will 
be held at St. Francis Solano Church in Sonoma on 
Saturday, October 17. It will include the Rosary, Mass, 
and the award luncheon. Reservation forms will be 
available for anyone who wants to attend. 
 Star of the Valley’s past Women of the Year: 2025 
Barbara Gasparini; 2024 Micki Sabourin; 2023 Judy 
Rodgers; 2019 Jackie Kenilvort; 2018 Cristina 
Wadsworth; 2017 Blanche Kaiser; 2015 Ruth Fulger & 
Roberta McElroy. 

 

S M I T H 
 C h a p e l C o l o n i a l 

707-539-2921 
www.LaffertyandSmith.com 
CA Lic. # FD356 

4321 Sonoma Highway 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 F 
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Robert W. Erlach, DDS MAGD 
Implant & Restorative Dentistry 

 

707-525-1500 
2305-A Mendocino Avenue 

Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
www.fountaingrovedentistry.com 

 

F O U N T A I N G R O V E  D E N T I S T R Y 
 

DANIELS 
CHAPEL OF THE ROSES 
 

  
 

Funeral Home & Crematory 
 

  

1225 Sonoma Ave, Santa Rosa 
707-525-3730 
danielschapeloftheroses.com 
FD #209/CR #92 
 

Serving Catholic families since 1875 
Onsite Cremation 
 

 
 

 

Mary McCammon 
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist  
 

707-545-8264 
659 Cherry Street Suite 101, Santa Rosa 
mary@marymccammonlmtf.com 
website: marymccammonlmft.com 
 

Supporting those experiencing grief, loss & change. Lic. 124805 

 

 
YOUR AD SPACE IS 
WAITING FOR YOU 

HERE! 
If you would like to place an ad in this bulletin 

please call Sharon at 707-539-6262. 


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