STAR OF THE VALLEY
Catholic Church

495 White 0ak Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

We members of Star of the Valley Parish

gather around the central act of Catholic worship,

the celebration of active participation in the Mass.

As a Eucharistic centered people, we reach out to heal,
console and listen in the spirit of truth and justice,
with a preferential option for the poor,

thus advancing as individuals and

as a community into the image of Christ.

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Msgr. James Pulskamp, Pastor

Contact Numbers

Parish Office Phone: 707-539-6262

Answering service is taking all calls until further notice.
E-mail: sov@sonic.net

Website: www.starofthevalley.org

Parish Office Hours

Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Located in the Msgr. Fahey Parish Center—Closed
495 White Oak Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409-5939*
*This is the church and parish’s mailing address.
Sharon A. Charlton, Office Manager

Anna Jean, Administrative Assistant

Welcome New Parishioners
Please sign the Newcomers Register
next to the side door in the back of the Church.

Mass Times

Weekday Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
Oakmont Gardens: Wednesday 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Masses:

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil, Sunday 10:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday from 3:00-3:30 p.m. and by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick

For appointment, email or leave a message in the office
for Anointing of the Sick by a Priest

when someone is hospitalized or homebound.

Ministry to the Sick & Homehound
Call the office to arrange visits by a
Eucharistic Minister for Holy Communion
when someone is homebound.
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July 11/12, 2026 —
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Word Shall Do My Will

The word of God is caught up in metaphors and parables.
The image of seed that falls on different kinds of ground
helps us understand how to listen creatively.

Jesus, the Word, bears fruit in all of creation, but best in
our lives and hearts. When you hear this parable of the
sower and the seed, do you wonder which you are?
Sometimes it seems that we are one, and sometimes
another. Like all metaphors, this parable must be
understood intuitively, “with the heart,” in order for it to
work God’s healing grace in us.

Jesus is careful to say that we see with our eyes and
hear with our ears, but we understand, not with our head,
but with our heart.

Creation Awaits

It is easy to get discouraged. It is easy to be distracted by
difficulties and duties in our daily lives. It is possible for the
word to be snatched away, even as we struggle to
understand. Distractions of every kind prevent the word
from being heard. But Isaiah and Paul underline the
important point that the word of God is effective in all of
creation, including us. Just as the rain waters the earth and
will not return to the heavens until it does its intended work,
the earth yields its rich harvest and rejoices. Our sufferings,
distractions, and wearying work will not prevent us from
hearing the word of God and doing God’s work if we see
with our eyes the beauty of creation, hear with our ears the
music of the universe, and understand with our heart that
God has made all of this to help us. God heals every ill, calls
us back from distraction, (Creation continued inside)
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Sunday, July 11/12, 2026

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture Readings

Reading I: Isaiah 55:10-11—God’s
word accomplishes its intended
purpose.

Responsorial: Psalm 65—The seed
that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
Reading ll: Romans 8:18-23—All creation eagerly awaits
the glory of God.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23—A sower went out to sow.

Woman of the Year
Please submit your completed
nomination form by Friday, July 31,
2026, by placing it in the WOY
Nominations box in the back of the
church or mailing to the parish office
at 495 White Oak Drive, Santa Rosa,
CA 95409. Nomination forms may
be found at the back of church.

Star of the Valley’s past Women of the Year:
2025 Barbara Gasparini, 2024 Micki Sabourin; 2023
Judy Rodgers; 2019 Jackie Kenilvort; 2018 Cristina
Wadsworth; 2017 Blanche Kaiser; 2015 Ruth Fulger &
Roberta McElroy.

(Creation continued)
protects us from evil, and gives us the grace to hear the
word with joy.

It is God’s grace that prepares the ground for the
seed, watering it, breaking up the clods, making even
untilled ground fruitful. When we understand with our
heart that this is God’s work in us, then even without
understanding with our head, we can receive the word of
God with the same joyful song of creation in bloom.

Sow the Seed

Sow everywhere the good seed given to you. Sow in good
ground, sow in sand, sow among the stones, sow on the
road, sow among the weeds. Perhaps some of these
seeds will open up and grow and bring forth fruit, even if
not at once. —Seraphim of Sarov

Faith makes all things possible—it does not make them
easy. —Anonymous

MASS INTENTIONS—JULY 11-19
Sat 11 4:00 fCharles Waska & tBob Waska
(Frances Waska)
Sun 12 10:00 tHelen McGonagle
Mon 13 No Mass—Pray a Rosary
Tue 14 8:00 fLita Caton (Frances Waska)
Wed 15 8:00 fMike Apicella
10:30 0.G.—For the People of the Parish

Thur 16 8:00 fDon Schulte
Fri 17 8:00 1T.Lima (Livie Brant)
Sat 18 4:00 ftRobert Levstik (Pat Levstik)
Sun 19 10:00 fBart O'Shea (Kathy McKeon)

Please keep the sick and those in need in your
prayers: Jeremy Aytes, Gail Barrett, Irene Beagle, Fran
Benton, Lisa Bragg, Jim Bricker, David Charlton Il, Bambi
Clark, Shirley Collins, Bob & Wendy Curtis, Michael
Curtis, Lola Danielli, Bob Esposito, Lisa Munoz Flores,
Marcy Fox, John Glaser, Mike Hanlon, Rosemary Haver,
Alan & Cheryl Hennessy, Gloria Marquez, Millie McKay,
Karen O’'Malley, Carol Pascoe, David Reuser, Vincent,
Marilyn Warman, and Dolores Zeni.

Also pray for those who have died: Dr. Michael
Apicella (FYI: See obituary on the bulletin board), and
Bob Levstik.

Funeral Mass at Star of the Valley
Friday, July 17, 11:00 a.m.: Liz Brosnan.

Star of the Valley’s August Social

Are you missing your fellow parishioners? Because of the
lightning damage in April, we haven’t been able to gather
to visit and enjoy each other.

Mark your calendars for Star of the Valley’s August
Social. The Women'’s Circle and Men’s Club are
sponsoring a wine and cheese social on Saturday,
August 1st from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the East
Recreation Center, 7902 Oakmont Drive in Oakmont.
There is no cost to attend, no
reservations required, and we aren’t
selling anything. It is just a get together
SO we can reconnect, chat, enjoy and
support each other. Wine and beverages
with simple appetizers will be served.

Be sure to put the
, early evening of August 1st
on your calendars.
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This Weekend — July 11-12

4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
EMs: Tim McCammon Kar Hofmann
Lector: Bob Zeni Mike Flanagan
Server: Sr.Joanne Abrams Drew Hofmann

Greeters: Livie Brant
Josie Peluso

Mary Bell
Judy Monroe

Ushers: Ed Montague
Kathleen Beirne
Tom Beirne

Clarence Younger
John Knight
Rick Ragan

Next Weekend — July 18-19
4:00 p.m.

Linda Luceti
Len Marabella
Connie Montague Jim Warman

Tom Basile
Gloria Bowers

Tim McCammon
Tom Basile
Josie Peluso

10:00 a.m.
Judy Monroe

Bowman Olds

Sue Cummings
Tim Cummings

Michael Montez
John McCarthy
Steve Hipson




PARISH EVENTS—JULY 11-18
No events. Enjoy the lazy days of summer!

Weekly Collection Report

June 21 June 28 July5 Weekly Goal

$3,391 $4,546 $5,040 $5,365
Note: The amounts consist of First collections, Parish
Repair & Maintenance, and Holy Day gifts received
during the weekend and preceding week.

Second Collection this Weekend
We will take up our collection for Parish Repair and
Maintenance this weekend, see below.

Next weekend, the second collection will be for Priest
Benefits and Welfare.

Electronic Giving

If you would like to support our parish
through online giving, please scan this
QR code or go to our website’s online
giving page by clicking on Donate Here
on our website home page:

WWW. starofthevalley org. If you have questions or need
help, please email Anna in the parish office M, T, Th, F at
sov@sonic.net.

Memorial Of St. Bonaventure, Bishop,

Doctor of The Church—July 15

What We Leave Behind

History was not kind to the remains of Saint
Bonaventure (1221-74), an Italian cardinal and minister
general of the Franciscans. His many works of
philosophy and theology are carefully preserved. But his
body? Not so much. His torso was burned by invading
Huguenots in 1562. His head, discovered to be
uncorrupted 160 years after his death, was lost in the
destruction of a church during the French Revolution.
Only a lone arm has survived, resting in a church in
Bagnoregio, Italy. Though your body will not last, your
legacy can. Make it a good one.

Planning —Chinese proverb
If you are planning for a year, sow rice.

If you are planning for a decade, plant trees.

If you are planning for a lifetime, educate a person.

Parish Repair & Mamtenance

Your donations help maintain our buildings and
make repairs, which include our:

P Lightning damaged Parish Center
P Septic pump repair at church
P Tree damage at Parish Center

We will have a second collection x \
this weekend, July 11/12, for ., 0
Parish Repair & Maintenance. \

& Saint of the Day
for July 13
(May 6,973~
July 13, 1024)
Saint Henry’s Story
It's difficult to
understand the life
of St. Henry without
: : considering the
strong Christian formation he received from his
childhood. Henry was born in Bamberg in 973, the son of
the Duke of Bavaria. He grew up in a profoundly
Christian atmosphere, receiving his education first from
the canons at Hildesheim, and later, in Ratisbon (now
Regensburg), from St. Wolfgang, the Bishop of that city.
He succeeded his father as duke; and later his
cousin, Otto lll, as King of Germany in 1002. Two years
later, he added the title King of Italy. In 1014 Henry was
crowned Holy Roman Emperor by Pope Benedict VIII.

The Emperor and the Cluniac Reform

Henry’s support for the moral reform begun from the
Abbey of Cluny was significant. Cluny’s abbot, St. Odilo,
was also one of Henry’s counsellors. The Cluniac
Reforms affected not only monastic life, but the whole
life of the Church. He helped the Church combat simony
(the buying and selling of ecclesiastical goods and
offices), and promoted clerical celibacy. In 1022,
together with Pope Benedict VIII, Henry presided over the
Council of Pavia, which published 7 canons against
clerical concubinage, and in favor of the defense of the
patrimony of the Church. He restored episcopal sees,
and founded the Diocese of Bamburg. His interest in the
liturgy can be seen in his desire to introduce recitation of
the Creed to the Sunday Mass.

Political Actions

Henry was also a decisive political leader. The early part
of his reign required him to defend his claim to the
throne against various rebellious lords. He allied himself
with pagan Slavic tribes against the Polish Duke
Boleslaw, a decision for which he was criticized. In Italy
he defeated Arduin of Ivrea, who had been elected King
of Italy (although the title was not recognized
universally). Henry also came into conflict with the
Byzantine empire.

Love for Cunigunde
One of the most striking aspects of Henry’s life was his
love for his wife, St. Cunigunde. The couple did not have
children, which has given rise to the belief that the
spouses had taken a mutual vow of chastity, although
some historians dispute this. In any case, contrary to a
common medieval practice, Saint Henry did not
repudiate his wife; his decision to remain with her
contributed in no small part to his reputation for sanctity.
His fidelity bore witness to his deep love for his wife, and
his profound respect for the Sacrament of Marriage.
Henry Il was canonized by Pope Eugene Ill in 1146.
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/saints/07/13/st-henry-

ii-emperor.html
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Greek - Latin = English

Treasures From Our Tradition

Two and a half centuries ago, Archbishop John Carroll
worried that Americans would not appreciate the
linguistic veil over our worship, and asked that the liturgy
in the new United States be in English, not Latin. How
did our liturgy come to be in Latin in the first place?

In the first century, the dominant language in the
regions where the Church first flourished was Greek.
Today in much of the world, almost everyone speaks at
least a bit of English. In 2007, the European Union even
considered making English its official language, a
curious proposal since only one English-speaking
country, Ireland, is a member.

Just as English is a unifying language today, it was
hard to function in the ancient world without a
smattering of Greek. Even the word “Eucharist” comes
from the Greek for “thanksgiving.” For a long time, Greek
was the language of worship, even in Rome. Slowly,
society in the west shifted to a bias for Latin and against
Greek. Latin first appeared in public prayer at the end of
the second century, in the colonial outposts of North
Africa. Soon, Latin became the language of culture, and
so as fixed prayer forms were written, they were
transmitted in Latin. From Rome and Africa, over the
next four centuries, the new liturgical language of Latin
spread north to Gaul and Britain. —Rev. James Field
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Are You Registered Here

at Star of the Valley Church?

Some people attending Mass here are
surprised to find out that they are not
registered as parishioners. After all, they
have been attending for years and
contributing.

Although not necessary, please note, that if you have
never filled out a Registration Form in the office or
online, then you are probably not registered as a
parishioner. It is alright to be registered at more than
one parish. Receiving offertory envelopes is not required.

Did you know that there are benefits to being
registered? One of the best is that it makes it easier to
obtain Sacraments, like Anointing of the Sick, Marriage
for yourself or a child, and Baptism, even for a
grandchild!

If you are unsure or would like to update your details,
please contact the Star of the Valley parish office at 707-
539-6262 or email sov@sonic.net. There are forms at
the back of church which may be dropped off in our
locked mailbox at the Monsignor Fahey Parish Center.

NEWS OUTSIDE THE PARISH

Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center
Weekend retreat coming up at 6520 Van Maren Lane,
Citrus Heights, CA:

707.607.8003
3737 Airway Dr, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
SantaRosaHills.com

Dreaming of the perfect retirement?
Unlock more cash flow with a Reverse Mortgage

Guild

mortgage

Reverse Mortgage benefits:

e Extra Cashflow for life’s
expenses

o Eliminate mortgage payment

rgiampaoli@guildmortgage.net , gnjoy peace of mind

-:H;) M: 707.953.2622

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

707-545-8264

659 Cherry Street Suite 101, Santa Rosa
mary@marymccammonimtf.com
website: marymccammonimft.com

Supporting those experiencing grief, loss & change. Lic. 124805

FOUNTAINGROVE DENTISTRY

Robert W. Erlach, bps MAGD
Implant & Restorative Dentistry

707-525-1500

2305-A Mendocino Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
www.fountaingrovedentistry.com

LAFFERTY

Colonial

|

Chapel

4321 Sonoma Highway 707-539-2921
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 www.LaffertyandSmith.com

CA Lic. # FD356
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