
STAR OF THE VALLEY 
Catholic Church 

 

495 White Oak Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 

 
We members of Star of the Valley Parish 

 gather around the central act of Catholic worship, 
 the celebration of active participation in the Mass. 

 As a Eucharistic centered people, we reach out to heal, 
 console and listen in the spirit of truth and justice, 

 with a preferential option for the poor, 
 thus advancing as individuals and 

 as a community into the image of Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Msgr. James Pulskamp, Pastor 

 

Contact Numbers 
Parish Office Phone: 707-539-6262 

Answering service is taking all calls until further notice. 
E-mail: sov@sonic.net 

Website: www.starofthevalley.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Located in the Msgr. Fahey Parish Center—Closed 
495 White Oak Drive, Santa Rosa, CA  95409-5939* 

*This is the church and parish’s mailing address. 
Sharon A. Charlton, Office Manager 
Anna Jean, Administrative Assistant 

 

Welcome New Parishioners 
Please sign the Newcomers Register 

next to the side door in the back of the Church. 
 

Mass Times 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Oakmont Gardens: Wednesday 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil, Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday from 3:00-3:30 p.m. and by appointment. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
For appointment, email or leave a message in the office  

for Anointing of the Sick by a Priest  
when someone is hospitalized or homebound. 

 

Ministry to the Sick & Homebound 
Call the office to arrange visits by a  

Eucharistic Minister for Holy Communion 
 when someone is homebound. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 18/19, 2026 —   
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

The Kingdom of God is Like… 
Jesus speaks in several parables today about the reign of 
God, including images from several groups of people in 
order to make his message clear to all who hear. The 
kingdom of God is like a man who sows good seed. The 
kingdom of God is like a person who plants a mustard seed. 
The kingdom of God is like a woman who adds yeast to her 
flour. All of these very human activities bring home the fact 
that the reign of God is already among us, working in small 
ways to bring about mysterious but very great results. 
 Good and evil are allowed to grow together until the end, 
lest the good be destroyed with the evil. There is a lesson 
for us here. It is not that we shouldn’t oppose evil when we 
see it, but that in our zeal to make our world perfect by 
human force, we must be careful not to destroy the work 
that God is doing. It is not for us, but for God to judge what 
is to be kept and what destroyed, and even though we think 
we know the difference, we must be cautious not to disturb 
God’s carefully planted goodness in others. Violence can 
never be the means of justice. 
 
 

Small Yet Powerful 
Likewise, the reign of God is like something very small, 
almost unnoticeable until we begin to see the results. The 
tiny mustard seed, which can be planted by any person 
(even a child), grows to be a large tree, amazing to all. A tiny 
amount of yeast, when added to flour, becomes invisible 
until it begins to make the whole dough rise, doubling or 
tripling its volume, and becoming bread in the oven’s heat.  
 Let us not judge what we see, but trust that God’s work 
in the world is gentle and quiet,  (Small continued inside.) 

mailto:sov@sonic.net
http://www.starofthevalley.org/


Sunday, July 18/19, 2026 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Scripture Readings 
Reading I: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19—
God gives repentance for our sins. 
Responsorial: Psalm 86—Lord, you 
are good and forgiving. 

Reading II: Romans 8:26-27—The Spirit intercedes for 
us. 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30—Let the seeds grow together 
until harvest. 
 
 

(Small continued.) 
the results known only in the final chapter. We seek, in 
humility, to watch for the Spirit working in the ordinary 
activities of our lives. 
 
 

The Mercy, Power, and Love of God 
The first reading today, from the book of Wisdom, makes 
its point over and over, at least five times in five verses! 
God is mighty, but lenient to all. God’s power is shown in 
kindness and clemency, not in harshness and 
condemnation, and those who govern God’s people 
must govern the same way, with kindness. This loving 
kindness and gentleness is not contrary to God’s might, 
but is a direct result of God’s primacy over all. Who are 
we, then, to judge what is in the hearts of our fellow 
Christians and all people, when God commands justice 
with love and clemency? 
 Likewise, the Holy Spirit makes up for our ignorance 
of what we need, speaking in a language we do not yet 
understand. But God knows our needs before we do, 
understands the intercessions of the Spirit, and helps us 
in our weakness. This is our hope: God’s mercy, power, 
and love. 
 
 

St. Lawrence of Brindisi—July 21 
Born in 1559 in Italy, Julius Caesar Russo was taught by 
Franciscans as a child. After his father died when he was 
seven, he was sent to live with his uncle in Venice, who 
was a priest who secured his education with Capuchins. 
Julius joined the Capuchins when he was 16 and took 
the name Lawrence. He mastered nine languages in 
addition to his native Italian and read St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the Fathers of the Church, Jewish Rabbinic 
literature, and  (St. Lawrence continued next column.)  
 

MASS INTENTIONS—JULY 18–26 
Sat 18 4:00 †Robert Levstik (Pat Levstik) 
Sun 19 10:00 †Bart O’Shea (Kathy McKeon) 
Mon 20  No Mass—Pray a Rosary  
Tue 21 8:00 †Robert Suding 
Wed 22 8:00 †Victor Calvi (Maria McCarthy) 
  10:30  O.G.—For the People of the Parish 
Thur 23 8:00 †Mary Ann Seufert 
Fri 24 8:00 †Patricia Pulskamp 
Sat 25 4:00 †Fr. Patrick Stephenson 
Sun 26 10:00 †Charlotte Muzio (Richard Muzio)  
 Please keep the sick and those in need in your 
prayers: Jeremy Aytes, Gail Barrett, Irene Beagle, Fran 
Benton, Lisa Bragg, Jim Bricker, David Charlton II, Bambi 
Clark, Shirley Collins, Bob & Wendy Curtis, Michael 
Curtis, Lola Danielli, Bob Esposito, Lisa Munoz Flores, 
Marcy Fox, John Glaser, Mike Hanlon, Rosemary Haver, 
Alan & Cheryl Hennessy, Gloria Márquez, Millie McKay, 
Karen O’Malley, Carol Pascoe, David Reuser, Vincent, 
Marilyn Warman, and Dolores Zeni. 
 Also pray for those who have died: Bob Levstik. 
 
 

(St. Lawrence continued) 
the Bible in all of the original languages. He was known 
for his deep knowledge, intense spirituality, missionary 
travels throughout Europe, and eloquent preaching. He 
died on his 60th birthday, leaving behind multiple 
volumes of written works that earned him the title Doctor 
of the Church. 
 Though St. Lawrence of Brindisi always worked for 
peace wherever he went, he was asked to be the 
chaplain of the army of the Holy Roman Empire 
defending the empire from the Ottoman Turks. St. 
Lawrence led the troops into battle on horseback 
carrying nothing more than a crucifix, and the army won 
a decisive victory. Today, buy a new crucifix to carry with 
you in your pocket, purse, or car. Let it accompany you 
into your daily battle against sin. 
 
 

Humanity 
You’re a temple, not a courthouse.  
You’re made to respect and appreciate,  
not to judge and criticize;  
[to be respected and appreciated,  
not judged or criticized.]  
—Janet Schaeffler, OP 

 
 

 This Weekend — July 18-19 Next Weekend — July 25-26 
 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 
 

EMs: Linda Luceti Judy Monroe Blanche Kaiser Cristina Wadsworth 
 

Lector: Len Marabella Bowman Olds Connie Pearson John Knight 
 

Server: Connie Montague Jim Warman Bev Shelhart Mike Flanagan 
 

Greeters: Tom Basile Sue Cummings Sherry Doran Mardie Hart 
 Gloria Bowers Tim Cummings Mary Mickelsen Mary Montague 
 

Ushers: Tim McCammon Michael Montez Ed Montague Clarence Younger 
 Tom Basile John McCarthy Michael Sotak Tim Cummings 
 Josie Peluso Steve Hipson TBD Steve Hipson 
 
 



PARISH EVENTS―JULY 18-25 
The July Pastoral Council Meeting has been moved to 
Thursday, August 6. 
 
 

Weekly Collection Report 
 June 28 July 5 July 12 Weekly Goal 
 $4,546 $5,040 $4,812 $5,365 
Note: The amounts consist of First collections, Parish 
Repair & Maintenance, and Holy Day gifts received 
during the weekend and preceding week. 
 
 

Second Collection 
This weekend, the second collection will be for Priest 
Benefits and Welfare. 
 Next weekend, the second collection will be for 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor. 
 
 

Electronic Giving 
If you would like to support our parish 
through online giving, please scan this 
QR code or go to our website’s online 
giving page by clicking on Donate Here 
on our website home page: 

www.starofthevalley.org. If you have questions or need 
help, please email Anna in the parish office M, T, Th, F  
at sov@sonic.net. 
 
 

St. Bridget of Sweden—July 23 
The daughter of a Swedish governor, Bridget was born in 
1302 into a family that descended from Swedish royalty 
and owned considerable amounts of land. Her mother 
was very devout and taught Bridget the faith from an 
early age, and by 7, Bridget was having visions of the 
Crucifixion. Her mother died when Bridget was 12 and a 
year later, she was wed in an arranged marriage. Her life 
as a princess and mother of eight—including St. 
Catherine of Sweden—didn’t distract her from her faith, 
however. She became a Third Order Franciscan, gave 
spiritual direction and counsel to many priests, 
theologians, kings, and popes, and wrote down the 
mystical visions she continued to have. She eventually 
renounced her crown and founded the Order of the Most 
Holy Savior, which is known today as the Bridgettines. 
 The Bridgettine Order is a monastic order in the 
Augustinian tradition, and through their lives they work 
to make Jesus known to all through hospitality and 
prayer. The Bridgettine Sisters are building a new chapel 
and retreat house in Columbus, Ohio. Find out more 
about it, and the Order of the Most Holy Savior, at 
https://bridgettines.com and pray for the success of 
these sisters and their vocation. 
 
 

Need a Little Sunshine? 
The Women’s Circle has a Sunshine 
Committee that would like to send a 
card to anyone who needs prayer or a 
little sunshine in their life due to 
illness or loss of a loved one. Please 

call any of our Sunshine Ladies: Terry Cutler at 707-280-
9995; Paula Scull at 760-809-2760; Carole Kilgariff at 
415-370-2083; or Janet Rosshirt at 707-293-4256. 

Woman of the Year  
Nominations Due! 
There’s still time to help choose Star of 
the Valley’s Woman of the Year! Please 
submit your completed nomination 
form by Friday, July 31, by placing it in 
the WOY Nominations box in the back 
of the church or mailing to the parish 

office at 495 White Oak Dr, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 
Nomination forms may be found at the back of church. 
 Star of the Valley’s past Women of the Year:  
2025 Barbbara Gasparini, 2024 Micki Sabourin; 2023 
Judy Rodgers; 2019 Jackie Kenilvort; 2018 Cristina 
Wadsworth; 2017 Blanche Kaiser; 2015 Ruth Fulger & 
Roberta McElroy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Star of the Valley’s  
August 

Buffet Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you missing your fellow parishioners? 
 

Because of lightening damage in April, we haven’t 
been able to gather to visit and enjoy each other. 

 

Mark your calendars for SOV’s August Buffet Dinner. 
The Women’s Circle and Men’s Club are sponsoring 
a ham and salad buffet dinner on Saturday, August 1.  

 

Because of the generosity of our pastor and 
our talented cooks (Karl Turner and Peter Hardy), 

our previous wine and cheese social is now 
 a delicious ham buffet dinner. 

 

No cost to attend, no reservations 
and we aren’t selling anything. 

 

Please come and reconnect,  
chat, enjoy and support each other. 

 
 

Saturday | August 1 | 5:00-7:00 pm 
 

East Recreation Center 
7902 Oakmont Drive in Oakmont 

http://www.starofthevalley.org/
https://link.sbstck.com/redirect/eb64e7ae-6822-4265-9732-6af16acbb337?j=eyJ1IjoiMmJnOTdpIn0.Uf--2T3DFYlcK3u1VhP0Z7YwlQ-ln56ASAiQCpqYWso


Are You Registered Here  
at Star of the Valley Church?  
Some people attending Mass here are 
surprised to find out that they are not 
registered as parishioners. After all, they 
have been attending for years and 
contributing.  

 Although not necessary, please note, that if you have 
never filled out a Registration Form in the office or 
online, then you are probably not registered as a 
parishioner. It is alright to be registered at more than 
one parish. Receiving offertory envelopes is not required. 
 Did you know that there are benefits to being 
registered? One of the best is that it makes it easier to 
obtain any of the Sacraments! 
 If you are unsure or would like to update your details, 
please contact the Star of the Valley parish office at 707-
539-6262 or email sov@sonic.net. There are forms at 
the back of church which may be dropped off in our 
locked mailbox at the Monsignor Fahey Parish Center. 
 
 

Locked Mailbox at Msgr. Fahey Parish Center 
When depositing envelopes into the locked mailbox 
outside the Msgr. Fahey Parish Center, please push the 
louvred drop slot at the top. Do not pull on the lower 
portion to open as this weakens the locking mechanism. 
Thank you. 

NEWS OUTSIDE THE PARISH  
You Are Not Alone 
St. Eugene’s Recovery Group offers a faith-filled 
community for those seeking freedom from addictions, 
compulsions, and harmful habits through the grace of 
Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Church. Their next 
meeting is Wednesday, July 23 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Charity Room at the Parish Life Center at St. Eugene’s— 
come as you are, leave with hope. See bulletin board. 
 
 

The Vine—E-News to the Pews 
The weekly publication, called The Vine, is available for 
you to receive by email. It is sent each Tuesday from the 
Diocese of Santa Rosa (mail@flocknote.com) and 
contains news and events from different diocesan 
departments, schools, and parishes. To sign up, go to 
https://srdiocesecommunications.flocknote.com/ 
 
 

Downsizing or Moving?  
The local St. Vincent De 
Paul (SVdP) Thrift Store 
welcomes your donation of 
gently used clothing or 
furniture. SVdP volunteer 
Alan can come to your 

home for pick up. Kindly email Valueralan@aol.com or 
call 707-889-1766. Thank you.  

 

S M I T H 
 C h a p e l C o l o n i a l 

707-539-2921 
www.LaffertyandSmith.com 
CA Lic. # FD356 

4321 Sonoma Highway 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 F 
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Robert W. Erlach, DDS MAGD 
Implant & Restorative Dentistry 

 

707-525-1500 
2305-A Mendocino Avenue 

Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
www.fountaingrovedentistry.com 

 

F O U N T A I N G R O V E  D E N T I S T R Y 
 

DANIELS 
CHAPEL OF THE ROSES 
 

  
 

Funeral Home & Crematory 
 

  

1225 Sonoma Ave, Santa Rosa 
707-525-3730 
danielschapeloftheroses.com 
FD #209/CR #92 
 

Serving Catholic families since 1875 
Onsite Cremation 
 

 
 

 

Mary McCammon 
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist  
 

707-545-8264 
659 Cherry Street Suite 101, Santa Rosa 
mary@marymccammonlmtf.com 
website: marymccammonlmft.com 
 

Supporting those experiencing grief, loss & change. Lic. 124805 

 Reverse Mortgage benefits: 
 
● Extra Cashflow for life’s 

expenses 
 
● Eliminate mortgage payment 
 
● Enjoy peace of mind 

 

Dreaming of the perfect retirement? 
Unlock more cash flow with a Reverse Mortgage 
 

 Ray Giampaoli | Branch Manager 
 

M: 707.953.2622 
rgiampaoli@guildmortgage.net 

 
 
 
 
 
I am authorized to do business in the states of Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada and Oregon. AZ BK#0018883; AZ BKBR# BK-BR-20; AZ LO Lic.# LO-100541; Licensed by the Department 
of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Mortgage Company #1141; OR ML-176; Guild Mortgage Company; NMLS #3274; Equal 
Housing Opportunity; www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. All information, loan programs & interest rates are subject to change without notice. All loans subject to underwriter approval. Terms 
and conditions apply. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency. A Flex Payment Mortgage is a mortgage loan against a home’s 
equity. Borrower must maintain home as principal residence, pay all taxes, insurance, maintain the home, and comply with all other loan terms. Fixed-rate and adjustable-rate home equity 
conversion mortgages (HECM) are insured by HUD. Fixed-rate loans are distributed in a single lump sum with no future draws. Adjustable-rate mortgages offer five payment options and 
allow for future draws. The age of the youngest borrower determines the amount of funds available that can be received during the first 12month period, subject to an initial disbursement 
limit.  
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