
STAR OF THE VALLEY 
Catholic Church 

 

495 White Oak Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 

 
We members of Star of the Valley Parish 

 gather around the central act of Catholic worship, 
 the celebration of active participation in the Mass. 

 As a Eucharistic centered people, we reach out to heal, 
 console and listen in the spirit of truth and justice, 

 with a preferential option for the poor, 
 thus advancing as individuals and 

 as a community into the image of Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Msgr. James Pulskamp, Pastor 

 

Contact Numbers 
Parish Office Phone: 707-539-6262 

Answering service is taking all calls until further notice. 
E-mail: sov@sonic.net 

Website: www.starofthevalley.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Located in the Msgr. Fahey Parish Center—Closed 
495 White Oak Drive, Santa Rosa, CA  95409-5939* 

*This is the church and parish’s mailing address. 
Sharon A. Charlton, Office Manager 
Anna Jean, Administrative Assistant 

 

Welcome New Parishioners 
Please sign the Newcomers Register 

next to the side door in the back of the Church. 
 

Mass Times 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Oakmont Gardens: Wednesday 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil, Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday from 3:00-3:30 p.m. and by appointment. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
For appointment, email or leave a message in the office  

for Anointing of the Sick by a Priest  
when someone is hospitalized or homebound. 

 

Ministry to the Sick & Homebound 
Call the office to arrange visits by a  

Eucharistic Minister for Holy Communion 
 when someone is homebound. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 1/2, 2026 —   
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

The Love of Christ 
Some of the most comforting words in 
scripture come to us today in these 
readings. The passage from Romans 
is particularly comforting when we are 
worried about our spiritual life and 

fretting about it. “What will separate us from the love of 
Christ?” Of course, nothing can! Christ’s love, manifested in 
his life, death, and resurrection, was wholly for God and us, 
and he will not permit anything, great or small, to separate 
us from him. Our longing, our hunger for him is sustained by 
the Eucharist, and even in the darkest of times, when God 
seems absent and it is difficult to pray, we know by faith 
that God is with us. God’s fidelity to us is absolute, 
especially when we are in darkness and confusion. 
 
Listen Heedfully 
The invitation to come and satisfy our hunger and thirst in 
Christ offers a great comfort to us who sometimes ache with 
longing for God or feel emptiness when we want to feel full 
of God’s love. This longing is God’s gift and call to us to 
withdraw from all the noise and racket of our lives and our 
world and pay attention to the quiet voice of God within us. 
How do we respond to such a loving invitation? By paying 
attention, by stilling ourselves; not by struggling and striving 
to make some spiritual experience happen, but just by 
sitting still and listening for God’s delicate promptings. Our 
desire for prayer, even if we feel our prayer to be too 
distracted and ineffective, is effective because the call is 
from God and our response is a willingness to hear and be 
fed by God’s holy word to us. 

mailto:sov@sonic.net
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Sunday, August 1/2, 2026 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Scripture Readings 
Reading I: Isaiah 55:1-3—Come to 
the Lord. 
Responsorial: Psalm 145—The hand 
of the Lord feeds us; he answers all 

our needs. 
Reading II: Romans 8:35, 37-39—Nothing can separate 
us from God’s love. 
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21—The people ate and were 
satisfied. 
 
 

New Data From the Vatican 2026 
The presence of Catholics worldwide 
Over the past two years, the number of baptized 
Catholics worldwide has remained stable at 
approximately 17.8%, reflecting growth roughly aligned 
with the rate of global population increase. In 2024, the 
Catholic population stood at just over 1.422 billion, 
compared with about 1.406 billion in 2023, a relative 
increase of 1.14%. 
 The contribution of different continents to the overall 
figure varies. Europe remains the least dynamic 
continent, with Catholic numbers rising by only 0.8%. 
 In the context of ongoing demographic stagnation, 
this results in a modest improvement in territorial 
presence, with Catholics representing 39.7% of Europe’s 
population in 2024. 
 In the Americas and Asia, the Catholic population 
grows more slowly than the general population, whereas 
Oceania experiences more substantial growth (+2.1%). 
 
Remarkable increase in Africa 
Africa shows a remarkable increase, with growth nearly 
five times that of Asia (2.7%) and above the continent’s 
demographic growth. The number of Catholics in Africa 
rose from just over 281 million in 2023 to over 288 
million in 2024. 
 These differing trends reinforce the increasing weight 
of the African Church, with its share of global Catholics 
rising from 19.9% to 20.3%, while Europe’s share 
declined slightly, from 20.4% in 2023 to 20.1% in 2024. 
 In the Americas, Catholics continue to represent a 
significant proportion, namely a 47.7% of the global 
total. (see Data next column) 
 

MASS INTENTIONS—AUGUST 1–9 
Sat 1 4:00 †Mike Apicella (Len Marabella) 
Sun 2 10:00 †Dominic Franchetti (Judy Monroe)  
Mon 3  No Mass—Pray a Rosary  
Tue 4 8:00 †Jaime Piñgol (Liza Peters) 
Wed 5 8:00 Intention of Lu Merriman & †Jim 

Merriman (Tracy Stedman) 
  10:30  O.G.—For the People of the Parish 
Thur 6 8:00 Intention of Dick & Blanche Kaiser 

on their 66th Wedding Anniversary 
(Blanche Kaiser) 

Fri 7 8:00 †Lincoln R. McCarthy (Maria 
McCarthy) 

Sat 8 4:00 Intention of Misty Moore &  
   †Frank Byron White (Misty Moore)  
Sun 9 10:00  †Al Maggini (Judy Monroe)  
 Please keep the sick and those in need in your 
prayers: Jeremy Aytes, Gail Barrett, Irene Beagle, Fran 
Benton, Lisa Bragg, Jim Bricker, David Charlton II, Bambi 
Clark, Shirley Collins, Bob & Wendy Curtis, Michael 
Curtis, Lola Danielli, Bob Esposito, Lisa Munoz Flores, 
Marcy Fox, John Glaser, Mike Hanlon, Rosemary Haver, 
Alan & Cheryl Hennessy, Gloria Márquez, Millie McKay, 
Karen O’Malley, Carol Pascoe, Sarah Petrini, David 
Reuser, Vincent, Marilyn Warman, and Dolores Zeni. 
 Also pray for those who have died: Russell Emery. 
 
 

Funeral Mass at Star of the Valley 
Friday, August 6, 2:00 p.m.: Russell Emery. 
 
 

(Data continued)  
 The proportion of Catholics remains stable in Asia 
and Oceania, at 11.0% and 0.9% of the global total, 
respectively. 
 Of particular interest is the ratio of Catholics to 
population by continent, which indicates the number of 
Catholics per 100 inhabitants. At the end of 2024, this 
ratio was 64.0% in the Americas, 39.7% in Europe, 
25.9% in Oceania, 19.9% in Africa, and 3.3% in Asia. 

—Information prepared by the Central  
—Office of Church Statistics 

 
 

Be tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, 
tolerant of the weak, because somebody in your life will 
be all of these. 
—George Washington Carver 

 
 

 This Weekend — August 1-2 Next Weekend — August 8-9 
 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 
 

EMs: Linda Luceti Liz Garcia Cathy Hardy Kar Hofmann 
 

Lector: Len Marabella Judy Passaglia Mary Mickelsen Bowman Olds 
 

Server: Sr. Joanne Abrams Mike Flanagan Connie Montague Drew Hofmann 
 

Greeters: Bob Chapman Ceal Geurts Tom Basile Judy Monroe 
 Pat Chapman Paula Scull Livie Brant Mary Montague 
 

Ushers: Tim McCammon Michael Montez Ed Montague Tim Cummings 
 Kathleen Beirne John Knight Josie Peluso Steve Hipson 
 Tom Beirne Rick Ragan Bev Shelhart John McCarthy 
 
 



PARISH EVENTS―AUGUST 1-9 
Saturday, August 1—5:00 August Buffet Dinner–East 

Recreation Center 
Thursday, August 6—11:00 Pastoral Council Meeting–

Church Quiet Room 
Friday, August 7—Office Closed 
 
 

Weekly Collection Report 
 July 12 July 19 July 26 Weekly Goal 
 $4,812 $3,513 $13,886* $5,365 
Note: The amounts consist of First collections, Parish 
Repair & Maintenance (*including a grant of $10,000 
from a parishioner), and Holy Day gifts received during 
the weekend and preceding week. 
 
 

Second Collection 
Next weekend’s second collection will be for Parish 
Repair & Maintenance. 
 
 

Electronic Giving 
If you would like to support our parish 
through online giving, please scan this 
QR code or go to our website’s online 
giving page by clicking on Donate Here 
on our website home page: 

www.starofthevalley.org. If you have questions or need 
help, please email Anna in the parish office M, T, Th, F at 
sov@sonic.net. 
 
 

Scheduling Mass Intentions at Star of the Valley 
Contact the parish office and leave a message with the 
answering service or email sov@sonic.net and let us 
know the name(s) for whom the Mass is intended, 
whether they are deceased or not, and date preference, 
if any. Suggested donation for the priest’s stipend is $10 
per Mass and may be dropped off or mailed to the office. 
 
 

Compassion is a language the deaf can hear and the 
blind can see. —Mark Twain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Dick and 
Blanche Kaiser on their 65th 
Wedding Anniversary! We wish you 
continued blessings and a happy 
ever after. 

 
 

Happy Birthday to Elizabeth McCarthy, 
Lu Merriman, Diane D’Ambrogia, Dick 
Kaiser, Linda Luceti, Paula Scull, and all 
other August born parishioners! 

 
 

How to Get to the August Buffet Dinner 
When you leave the church, turn right onto Oakmont 
Drive, and drive 2 miles. Your destination will be on the 
left at 7902 Oakmont Drive. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Star of the Valley’s  
August 

Buffet Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you missing your fellow parishioners? 
 

Because of lightening damage in April, we haven’t 
been able to gather to visit and enjoy each other. 

 

Mark your calendars for SOV’s August Buffet Dinner. 
The Women’s Circle and Men’s Club are sponsoring 
a ham and salad buffet dinner on Saturday, August 1.  

 

Because of the generosity of our pastor and 
our talented cooks (Karl Turner and Peter Hardy), 

our previous wine and cheese social is now 
 a delicious ham buffet dinner. 

 

No cost to attend, no reservations 
and we aren’t selling anything. 

 

Please come and reconnect,  
chat, enjoy and support each other. 

 
 

Saturday | August 1 | 5:00-7:00 pm 
 

East Recreation Center 
7902 Oakmont Drive in Oakmont 

 

Parish Repair & Maintenance 
 

These are some projects on our “to do” list that 
you can help complete with your contributions. 
 

 Tree trimming at church. 
 Tree removal and stump grinding at the 

Parish Center—Branch fell and broke 
plumbing. 

 Broken lock in the Parish Center. 
 Leaking roof at the Parish Center. 
 Lightning Damage at the Parish Center. 
 

We will have a second collection  
next weekend, August 8/9, for  
Parish Repair & Maintenance.  
 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Happy 
Birthday 

Happy 
Anniversary 

http://www.starofthevalley.org/
mailto:sov@sonic.net


NEWS OUTSIDE THE PARISH  
Sign-up for our free Community Hands Only 
CPR/AED classes 
The Sonoma Valley Fire District conducts regular 
Community Hands Only CPR Training. There is no charge 
to attend this training. Hands-Only CPR can be just as 
effective as conventional CPR. Learn what Hands-Only 
CPR is and how to give it. The power is in your hands. 
 Class August 8th 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Kenwood 
Fire House. Register at 
https://www.sonomavalleyfire.org/sign-up-for-our-free-
community-hands-only-cpr-aed-classes or click Link To 
Register Here. 
 
 

Mass Celebrating the Catholic Faith in Africa 
Join us on Sunday, August 9th, at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Cathedral of St. Eugene, for Holy Mass as we lift up the 
African community in prayer and thanksgiving. All are 
welcome to attend and share in this moment of faith and 
fellowship.  
 A community gathering and refreshments will follow in 
the parish hall. See bulletin board. 
 
World’s Biggest Charitable Organization 
Fides reported that the Catholic Church operates a total 
of 74,550 kindergartens worldwide with 7,639,051 
students; 102,455 primary schools with 36,199,844 

students; 52,085 secondary schools with 20,724,361 
students; 2,688,625 students in higher education 
institutions; and 4,468,875 students in Catholic 
universities.  
 Data on the total world population and the number of 
baptized Catholics are updated as of June 30, 2023, 
while other data are updated as of December 31, 2023. 
 
How is the Catholic Church Helping the World? 
Every day (24 hours, 7 days, 365 days/year) the Catholic 
Church feeds, clothes, shelters, and educates more 
people than any organization in the world. 
 5,420+ hospitals 
 14,205+ Dispensaries/Clinics 
 15,476+ Homes for the Aged and in Special Needs 
 6,874+ Orphanages 
 525+ Homes for People with Leprosy 
 10,589+ Nurseries for Babies and Children 
 10,500+ Marriage Counseling Centers 
 3,141+ Social Rehabilitation Centers 
 33,677+ Other Kinds of Institutions 
410,000+ Lay Missionaries 
 5,353+ Bishops 
407,730+ Priests 
From 2024 Catholic Church’s book of statistics. 
 
 

Be the person God created you to be. 

 

S M I T H 
 C h a p e l C o l o n i a l 

707-539-2921 
www.LaffertyandSmith.com 
CA Lic. # FD356 

4321 Sonoma Highway 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 F 
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Robert W. Erlach, DDS MAGD 
Implant & Restorative Dentistry 

 

707-525-1500 
2305-A Mendocino Avenue 

Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
www.fountaingrovedentistry.com 

 

F O U N T A I N G R O V E  D E N T I S T R Y 
 

DANIELS 
CHAPEL OF THE ROSES 
 

  
 

Funeral Home & Crematory 
 

  

1225 Sonoma Ave, Santa Rosa 
707-525-3730 
danielschapeloftheroses.com 
FD #209/CR #92 
 

Serving Catholic families since 1875 
Onsite Cremation 
 

 
 

 

Mary McCammon 
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist  
 

707-545-8264 
659 Cherry Street Suite 101, Santa Rosa 
mary@marymccammonlmtf.com 
website: marymccammonlmft.com 
 

Supporting those experiencing grief, loss & change. Lic. 124805 

 Reverse Mortgage benefits: 
 
● Extra Cashflow for life’s 

expenses 
 
● Eliminate mortgage payment 
 
● Enjoy peace of mind 

 

Dreaming of the perfect retirement? 
Unlock more cash flow with a Reverse Mortgage 
 

 Ray Giampaoli | Branch Manager 
 

M: 707.953.2622 
rgiampaoli@guildmortgage.net 

 
 
 
 
 
I am authorized to do business in the states of Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada and Oregon. AZ BK#0018883; AZ BKBR# BK-BR-20; AZ LO Lic.# LO-100541; Licensed by the Department 
of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Mortgage Company #1141; OR ML-176; Guild Mortgage Company; NMLS #3274; Equal 
Housing Opportunity; www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. All information, loan programs & interest rates are subject to change without notice. All loans subject to underwriter approval. Terms 
and conditions apply. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency. A Flex Payment Mortgage is a mortgage loan against a home’s 
equity. Borrower must maintain home as principal residence, pay all taxes, insurance, maintain the home, and comply with all other loan terms. Fixed-rate and adjustable-rate home equity 
conversion mortgages (HECM) are insured by HUD. Fixed-rate loans are distributed in a single lump sum with no future draws. Adjustable-rate mortgages offer five payment options and 
allow for future draws. The age of the youngest borrower determines the amount of funds available that can be received during the first 12month period, subject to an initial disbursement 
limit.  
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